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We were all saddened to hear of
the passing of Past State Com-
mander Charlie Absher. I’'m hap-
py to say that his Post and the De-
partment were well represented at
his viewing, funeral and interment.

I got to know Charlie when I was a

District Commander and he was

coming up through the chairs. I

remember his cool approach to

dealing with issues. He never

seemed to get overly excited but
had the knack for finding solutions. I saw Charlie’s ap-
proach as teaching moments and viewed his tenure as a
mentorship for myself. We offer our deepest sympathies to
his wife Laura and his family. Charlie was a good person
and he will be missed.

I was happy to see a large turnout by Virginia at the Nation-
al Convention. Over 50 people made the trek to Orlando to
witness Doc Schmitz become Commander in Chief and Hal
Roesch become Senior Vice Commander in Chief for 2019-
2020. My congratulations to the record number who made
All American this year. I am confident that we will repeat
or exceed those numbers in the coming year. Virginia’s
hospitality room was also a big hit among the attendees. My
thanks to Mark and Jennifer Winn and all of those who
helped them manage the room and for also helping manage
Hal Roesch’s hospitality suite.

The Winter Council of Administration meeting scheduled
for January 2020 has been moved from Blacksburg to Ports-
mouth. We were really looking forward to being in Blacks-
burg, but due to events beyond our control, we cannot have
our meeting at the Blacksburg facility. The reason is that
the University overbooked their incoming class and will be
using the top three floors of the hotel for student housing.
We were offered only the ground floor, which is insufficient
to accommodate our members. Also, it would not be a good
idea to operate hospitality suites at a facility shared by
young college students. So, we’ll be back in Portsmouth in
January. The Department did not suffer any financial loss
due to the move.

We are hitting the ground running with Schools of Instruc-
tion at District meetings. Additionally, we will hold two
other training sessions; one for recruiting and one for quart-

ermasters and trustees. We’ll have concurrent sessions to
be held on the eastern and western side of the state. Re-
cruiter training is set for September 14 at Posts 9808
(Mechanicsville) and 1264 (Roanoke) starting at 9:00
AM. Quartermaster/trustee training is on October 5 at
Posts 2239 (Colonial Heights) and 1264 (Roanoke) also
starting at 9:00 AM.

State Judge Advocate Eddie Reasor is busy planning a
membership roundup in the 12th District for November 8-
10. We plan to visit every Post in the District and get to
know as many members as we can. We are also looking
at another roundup in the 1st and 2nd District areas some-
time in the early Spring.

As always, your Department is here to serve you.
Respectfully

Rick Raskin State Commander



http://www.ahhcr.com/



https://www.miracle-ear.com/locations/va/
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From the Editor’s desk

I had the pleasure of meeting several outstanding volun-
teers at the Dulles International Airport USO, at the end of
last month, as I saw my wife and son off for their 3 week
trip to Germany. Many USO volunteers are also VFW
members; what a great combination! It was really wonder-
ful to see the banners saluting Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and
Marines as they head off to their next destination. When
they can’t be in their home town and near a VFW Post, it’s
wonderful that they have somewhere to hang their hat and
engage in storied conversation. Thanks, again, USO!

On submission, please know that every article submitted
for publication is appreciated! A few months ago, Ken
Wiseman sent out a brief guide I put together, for the Posts
to share with members. I’'m including that guide here to
ensure widest dissemination. Thanks again for your inter-
est in The Virginia Veteran!

Yours in Comradeship,

Curt Vaughn

Editor

This is a simple go-by for submissions to The Virginia Veteran.
Submissions DO NOT have to be in the format below...if it
comes down to a format or just plain getting a submission, I’1l
take the submission! Please note that I do not typically edit them
down. Most of what I do is work placement of submitted articles
and photos to provide a layout flow and consistency. Please keep
sending articles, or even photos with a caption, for inclusion...we
appreciate each and every one of them. It is truly great to see all
that our posts are doing for Veterans all over the state and even
beyond! Here are some brief guidelines and information.

Publishing/Font Information:
- The paper is produced in Microsoft Publisher; however, MS

Word converts easily.

- The Font is Times New Roman (11 pitch for article body and 9
pitch for photo captions).

- Line spacing in paragraphs is 1.19 between lines and 6pt after
paragraphs.

Scanned/photographed articles:

- Clear, squared shots for readable text enable optical character
recognition & save retyping. This is particularly important ifthe
article is longer. Transcribing an article simply takes too long.

- If reprint permission is needed, please cite that. If already ob-
tained, please list the point of contact.

- If you know of an online link to a cited article, please provide.

Photographs:
- If you would like personnel cited, please provide names and

positions in the photo.
- If you would like credit to the photographer, please cite them.

Article Length:
- Generally, articles should not be more than two pages including

photos. If you provide the text and photos, I will sort them
throughout the article where they go, if at all possible. Submis-
sion deadlines are 1 week prior to the follow publication dates:

August 15% / December 1%/ April 1*


http://www.vfwva.org/
http://www.vfwva.org/
mailto:news@vfwva.org
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Post 7059 Holds Annual Banquet and
Celebrates 73th Anniversary

Fred Hill, Commander, VFW Post 7059

Post 7059 Farmville held its 73rd Anniversary and Annu-
al Award Banquet in April. The program was opened
with the presentation of the POW/MIA Rite and the toll-
ing of the bell for comrades who had fallen in the past
year.

WWII, Korean War and Vietnam veteran Joe Baldwin
was presented with a Certificate of Appreciation for his
continued excellence as a recruiter and dedication to the
goodwill of Post 7059. Continued on Page 3.

Patriots Pen winners (1st Place, Michelle Mick and 2nd
Place Dima Hama) read their winning essays on "What

the Flag Means to Me" and Baily Minter read her Voice
of Democracy entry "Why My Vote Counts". Congratu-
lations to these talented and patriotic youth.

Mr. Aaron Barber, Prince Edward County Schools Physi-
cal Education teacher was this years Teacher of the Year.

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR
ADVERTISERS


https://www.realestategrp.com/agents/windy-crutchfield



https://virginiacremate.com/
www.enterprisecarsales.com/?CUR=TheVirginiaVeteranTRL&mcid=affiliate:35692541
https://familyinsight.net/
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7059 Annual Banquet (continued from Page 5)
By Fred Hill, Commander, VFW Post 7059

Plaques were presented to Det. Sgt. D. Ragland, Police Of-
ficer of the Year, Christopher Joyner, Sheriffs Deputy of the
Year, Zachary Morgan, EMT of the Year and Earnest Ross,
Firefighter of the Year.



https://amoryfuneralhome.com/
https://www.brewandbottlellc.com/



https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/virginia-beach-va/rosewood-kellum-funeral-home/4489?utm_source=google_my_business&utm_medium=organic
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Norfolk’s Crockford Awarded for Service

By Eric Mallett, Junior Vice Commander, Dept. of Virginia VFW

VFW Tidewater Post 4809 Norfolk, Virginia at our last Post
meeting 13 May 2019 recognized our former Post Quarter-
master Richard Crockford for his many years of his service
to our Post, as the Quartermaster 2003 to 2014, with a new
Post hat reflecting his years of service. Post members lined
up and thanks Richard Crockford. I thanked him for his ser-
vice and ongoing help and the training he passed on during
my turn over with him. Being the Post trustee he has keep
me in check over the years. Congratulation’s Richard!!!

VA Mission Act 2018

Editor Submission from www.VA.gov

Beginning June 6, 2019, under the MISSION Act,
you’ll have more ways to access health care. This in-
cludes within VA’s network and through approved non-
VA medical providers in your community, called
“community care providers.”

Download the fact sheet at:

https://www.va.gov/communitycare/docs/pubfiles/
factsheets/VA-FS Vet-Urgent-Care.pdf?
utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_ca
mpaign=V Antage?
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Virginia has 27 Posts, 5 Districts, and
the Department as 2018-2019 All-

American honorees.
Ken Wiseman, State Adjutant/Quartermaster

In early July, now Past VFW Commander-in-Chief BJ
Lawrence announced an astonishing list of Virginia
Posts and Districts, along with the Department itself,
that earned All-American honors. The list, which in-
cludes multiple Posts and a District who earned the
award for the first time, represents one of the largest
classes Virginia has ever seen.

Chief Lawrence made a late change to the rules of the
program which ensured that those who did the work
got the award, with equal focus on membership and
programs. This moved many Posts up and highlights a
broad and diverse group that stretches across the state.

“This is a great announcement but an even greater
acknowledgement that putting in the work needed
pays off” said State Commander Rick Raskin. Rick
added “Posts of all sizes and from all over the Com-
monwealth earning this proves that dedication, not
location, matters.”

Past State Commander Ken Wiseman was nearly
speechless. “I’m blown away and equally proud” Ken
said. After a pause, he added “27 Posts, 5 Districts,
and the State all making it shows the Virginia way of
doing business works and we need to continue this so
2019-2020 is equally successful”.

With the commitment of the state leadership to con-
tinue the success and a goal of making 2019-2020 the
fifth consecutive year of achieving this award, the of-
fer to help everyone could not be clearer.

With full confidence, State Commander Raskin com-
mented that a phone call and request for help or ad-
vice is all that is needed. “The entire leadership team
is itching to bring everything we have into supporting
our Posts and Districts, we just need to know who
needs the help” Rick said.

The following are the All-American winners: The
Dept. of VA, and Districts 2, 6, 8, 10, 13. Also, Posts
392, 609, 637, 993, 1426, 1503, 1827, 2123, 2239,
2582, 2894, 3103, 3160, 4639, 4809, 6975, 7728,
7916, 8446, 8652, 9382, 9835, 10387, 10654, 10657,
10840, and 12145


http://www.va.gov/
http://www.va.gov/communitycare/docs/pubfiles/
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VIRGINIA SECURITY SOLUTIONS
2714 Enterprise Pkwy.
Richmond, VA 23294

804-740-1000

Our integration of mechanical and electrical
security products, combined with our physical
security team, creates custom security
solutions specific to your needs.

10% OFF ALL

Parts & Accessories - MotorClothes
Exclusively For Our Veterans
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Post 9835 Patriot’s Pen Guest Editorial
Published—Why I Honor The American
Flag

Reprinted from The Fauquier Times
By Arden Y. Manson

I honor the American flag because it helped me find my true
potential. You don't have to be born in the U.S. to love the
flag. You don't have to look American or have an American
background; You have to treat others equally and be treated
equally. It matters that you stay truthful to yourself through
any battle in your life. At Fort McHenry, the flag stood
through the War of 1812, clinging to the little piece of hope
that lingered on through all the bloodshed and tears. I, too,
have stood true to myself through conflict and tears. On Feb.
5, 2008, I was adopted from a country many American sol-
diers gave their lives to protect. I officially became a U.S. citi-
zen, but I didn't always feel like one. When I first started
school, I felt uncomfortable saying the Pledge of Allegiance,
staring up at the flag, because kids always asked me questions
about my parents, my adoption, and where | was from. It was
as though they thought I was an alien. . As I got older, I start-
ed caring less and less about what other kids thought. I kept
saying to myself, "Let them look, let them think what they
want, but this .country is where I know who I am." After that
realization, I carried on through each day no matter what
words or questions were thrown at me. The flag made me feel
included, not unworthy. Now, I take pride in my American
ancestry. My great-great-great grandfather -fought at the Bat-
tles of Concord and Bunker Hill. The Stars and Stripes were
there with him, the 13 stripes symbolizing the original colo-
nies, including my family's own ancestral state of Massachu-
setts. The red on the flag symbolizes valor, the courage of
those who fought there, and my own courage in asserting my-
self here, too. The white stripes on the flag symbolize the pu-
rity of the motives for which my ancestors fought, and it also
symbolizes the original goodness of every American citizen.
The blue ort the flag symbolizes the justice of their cause and
their perseverance in fighting fur it, and it also symbolizes my
own perseverance to serve my country in the best possible

way I can.

August 2019
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Past Department Commander Charlie
Absher Passes Away

By Rick Raskin, Commander, VA VEW

After a long illness, Past
Department Commander
Charlie Absher passed
away on July 3, 2019.
Charlie served as State
Commander for the 2011-
2012 VFW year and was
a Gold Legacy Life
Member of VFW Post
9808 in Mechanicsville.
He was a Marine Corps
veteran and saw service in
Vietnam.

I got to know Charlie when I was a District
Commander and he was coming up through the chairs.
I remember his cool approach to dealing with issues.
He never seemed to get overly excited but had the
knack for finding solutions. I saw Charlie’s approach
as teaching moments and viewed his tenure as a
mentorship for myself. We offer our deepest
sympathies to his wife Laura and his family. Charlie
was a good person and he will be missed.

—Rick Raskin—

2015 photo by Doc Crouch


https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Home-Improvement/RVA-River-City-Seal-Coating-549478671844006/
http://www.caringheartsandhands1.com/
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https://www.realtor.com/realestateagents/kathryn-murray_warsaw_va_2010913_97675701
https://www.lyttleco.com/
https://www.universalhvac.com/virginia.html
https://www.google.com/search?source=hp&ei=rzdxXen0L8G1tgXR-L4Y&q=virginia+import+services+richmond+va&oq=virginia+import+services&gs_l=psy-ab.1.1.0j0i22i30.748.5549..7008...0.0..0.115.2224.21j3......0....1..gws-wiz.......35i39j0i131j0i67j0i20i263j0i10.WT
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National WWI Commission Podcasts Vir-
ginia VFW Author

By Greg Earns, Chief of Staff. 4th District VFW

The World War One Centennial Commission featured
Virginia VFW member and military historian Greg Ea-
nes on its June 2019 (episode #127) podcast. Eanes is a
member of VFW Post 7819 in Crewe, serves as Chief
of Staff for the 4th District VFW and is a visiting lec-
turer in U.S. National Intelligence at Hampden-Sydney
College.

Eanes wrote Captured, Not Conquered: The American
POW Experience in the First World War and comment-
ed on that topic. During the seven-minute segment he
pointed out American POWs in 1917 had to ‘write the
book’ on POW leadership and resistance techniques.
He noted that much of what they implemented out of
necessity was later replicated in World War II, eventu-
ally became military doctrine and is now taught in ap-
propriate U.S. military schoolhouses.

Individuals can google the World War One Centennial
Commission and do a search of ‘podcast’ to find the
episode or visit link: https://
www.worldwarlcentennial.org/communicate/2015-12-
28-18-26-00/weekly-sync-call.html

The Centennial Commission was created by Act of
Congress in 2013 to support education, historic preser-
vation and public events memorializing U.S. participa-
tion in the First World War. Its board includes Debra
Anderson, Quartermaster General of the National VFW
Headquarters in Kansas City. The podcast features sto-
ries on World War I and its lasting legacies as it per-
tains to the United States.

Powerhouse Gaming Becomes an Ex-
clusive Partner, Commits $225,000 to
the Foundation

By Ken Wiseman, State Adjutant/Quartermaster

During the State Convention, a new partnership was an-
nounced between Virginia VFW and Powerhouse gam-
ing. The partnership makes Powerhouse the exclusive
electronic gaming partner for the Department and pro-
vides numerous opportunities. The largest and immediate
show of support was a commitment for $13,000 as a con-
vention sponsor and a three year sponsorship which will
result in $225,000 being donated to our Foundation for
programs and projects.

Powerhouse Gaming is a manufacturer of electronic pull
tab games that operate legally under Virginia gaming
rules. While the company is not a stranger to Virginia,
this partnership was a major step forward in how Power-
house shows its support to the VFW and our Auxiliary.
The three year sponsorship will fund programs in the
VFW, our Auxiliary, and the Virginia Veterans Founda-
tion (our official foundation). Annually, this includes
$15,000 for the Auxiliary, $8,000 for our Service Officer
program, $6,000 for grants to Posts and Auxiliaries for
their Post homes and community service, and much
more.

“Powerhouse has stepped up in a huge way and proven it
lives up to its motto ‘Where the Charity Comes First’
which strengthens the work we do” said State Command-
er Rick Raskin.

The partnership has other options including help that
Powerhouse will give to Posts who seek a permanent
home and help to start new Posts. Those with homes can
look at charitable gaming as a strong, proven source of
gaming. Additionally, Powerhouse partners with other
companies who provide paper pull tabs, paper materials
for bingo, items needed for canteens, and other support.

“Having a home changes everything for a Post and
makes their future even brighter” said State Commander
Raskin. Rick added “Seeing this as part of what Power-
house offered to help with convinced a lot of people this
was the right partner for us”.

Once the State Council of Administration approved the
partnership on the Thursday of State Convention, Past
State Commander Ken Wiseman and Past State President
Patty Baskett accepted the ceremonial checks on behalf
of the organization.


https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/communicate/2015-12-28-18-26-00/weekly-sync-call.html
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/communicate/2015-12-28-18-26-00/weekly-sync-call.html
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/communicate/2015-12-28-18-26-00/weekly-sync-call.html
https://www.cypresscreekgolfersclub.com/
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Tribute to Veterans of the Century
By Fred Hill, Commander, VEW Post 7059

Commemoration of the 75th Anniversary D-Day

Farmville, Virginia - Post 7059, American Legion Post 32,
Town of Farmville and the Piedmont Area Veterans Coun-
cil sponsored a Tribute to the 20th Century Veterans in
Farmville, June 8th. Special emphasis was placed on veter-
ans of WWIL, (esp. the events surrounding D-day) and Ko-
rea, though the commemoration was to pay tribute to ALL
who wore the uniform of the United States Armed Forces.

The program was highlighted by music by the Heart of Vir-
ginia Community Band, St. John's Lutheran Choir, a mov-
ing "Taps" performed by Mr. Derrick Fellows, Keysville
American Legion Honor Guard, antique auto display,
American Legion and Buffalo Soldiers motorcycle drive-
by and the opportunity to meet Rosie the Riveter (Post 7059
Auxiliary member, Chere Hill).

District 4 Commander Gus Villalobos and wife Aggie.

More photos at:_https://
www.farmvilleherald.com/2019/06/honoring-those-who-

served/

August 2019
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Post 7059 Howard Arthur received a Certificate of Appreciation
from the Department of Virginia Veterans Cemeteries.

Rosie The Riveter Maj. Gen.(Ret) Bowra

Virginia Riders Donate Largest Check
Ever to Vander Clute Ride for VFW Pro-
grams

Ken Wiseman, State Adjutant/Quartermaster

On the first full day of events at the National Convention,
our VFW Riders set the mark with the largest donation
ever made for the VFW’s Vander Clute Ride. The ride,
which is named for Past VFW Commander-in-Chief How-
ard Vander Clute and raises money for the VFW Programs
Department, saw $33,000 come in this year. Of that total,
Virginia’s VFW Riders raised $19,000.

“It’s a huge amount and we had an amazing team and great
supporters help us raise it” said Virginia Riders Chairman
William “Shep” Shepherd. Virginia has been the largest
donor for each of the past three years but this year they
surpassed the largest ever donation and were honored on
stage for this. “Bring able to personally present our
$19,000 check to the Commander-in-Chief was a huge
honor and I did it for all of the Riders who helped us get
there” Shep said.

Raised through numerous events that culminated with the
most successful “4 Seasons Poker Run” that Virginia has
had, the money will support the many great programs of
the VFW including community programs and help for
those still serving in the military.


https://www.farmvilleherald.com/2019/06/honoring-those-who-served/
https://www.farmvilleherald.com/2019/06/honoring-those-who-served/
https://www.farmvilleherald.com/2019/06/honoring-those-who-served/
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Virginia’s Own Hal Roesch Elected
National Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief

Ken Wiseman, State Adjutant/Quartermaster

Virginia is proud to have its very first National Sr. Vice
Commander-in-Chief and our very own Hal Roesch is the
one with the title. Elected without opposition and with a loud
applause from all of the Southern Conference states, the Air
Force veteran took to the podium to thank those who had
been so supportive of him, including his wife Beth and Vir-
ginia, and to continue his commitment to growing the VFW.

A Gold Legacy Life Member of VFW Post 3219 in Phoebus,
Hal earned his eligibility after serving in Southwest Asia for
Operation Desert Shield/Storm and Southern Watch, Hal
spent 20 years in the Air Force. Hal has been a member of
the VFW since 1991 and has earned the coveted “Triple
Crown” award having earned All-American honors at the
Post, District, and Department levels. Hal is now in the sec-
ond of three leadership positions which will culminate with
him being elected as the VFW’s 122" Commander-in-Chief
in Reno, Nevada and he will lead our organization during the
2020-2021 VFW year.

August 2019
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Post 1860 Lost in Fire - Raffle to Help
Recovery
By Mitchell Rubenstein, Commander, District 7

On the afternoon of Saturday, July 11th, our VFW Post
1860 in Front Royal, Virginia was devastated by ar-
son. Thankfully, there were no serious injuries suffered
by fire and rescue officials, VFW members or our pa-
trons during the tremendous efforts to save the post. In
the end, the structure and the contents were deemed a
“total loss”.

While Post members are deeply saddened by this tragic
event, a renewed sense of purpose has stirred our aged
and experienced membership. Along with the Front Roy-
al community, these Veterans, many having served in our
Nations conflicts from WWII to the present day, are
committed to restoring the Post and its stature as a chari-
table giving resource.

Our small Post has much fight left in it and with your
help, we can rebuild a modest structure and reclaim our
place serving the Front Royal and surrounding communi-
ties.

VISIT www.vfw1860.org TO DONATE AND ENTER
THE RAFFLE!

Model of planned new Post

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS


http://www.vfw1860.org/
https://www.facebook.com/757Boxing/
https://agapeflowers.com/
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Virginia Veterans Foundation Offers
Grants

Ken Wiseman, State Adjutant/Quartermaster

Does your Post or Auxiliary want free money to fix up your
Post home or do community service?

Our official foundation, the Virginia Veterans Foundation,
has announced two grants which will be issued starting this
year. The description is below and the attachments describe
the grants. Please submit any applications for the grant to
State HQs by mail, fax, or email. The deadline is November
30th. Only Posts and Auxiliaries in Virginia are eligible for
these grants.

POST HOME IMPROVEMENT GRANT

The Virginia Veterans Foundation, the official foundation of
the Virginia VFW, has opened the window to apply for a
grant to perform improvements on your Post home. The
grant, funded by Powerhouse Gaming, will provide six (6)
grants worth up to $500 for the 2019-2020 year. Should any
money remain after the six (6) grants are paid out, those not
selected in the first round of grants will be considered a sec-
ond time. The requirements and application are located in
the attachments. While the project can be completed any-
time between July 1st, 2019 and June 30th, 2020, the appli-
cation is due no later than November 30th, 2019.

COMMUNITY SERVICE GRANT

The Virginia Veterans Foundation, the official foundation of
the Virginia VFW, has opened the window to apply for a
grant to perform community service. The grant, funded by
Powerhouse Gaming, will provide twelve (12) grants worth
up to $250 for the 2019-2020 year. Should any money re-
main after the twelve (12) grants are paid out, those not se-
lected in the first round of grants will be considered a sec-
ond time. The requirements and application are located in
the attachments. While the project can be completed any-
time between July 1st, 2019 and June 30th, 2020, the appli-
cation is due no later than November 30th, 2019. Posts
AND Auxiliaries can apply for this grant, but only one grant
will be given to an individual Post or their Auxiliary, re-
gardless of who applies.

Applications for both grants can be found at https://
viwva.org/di/viw/v2/default.asp?pid=63309
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fvfwva.org%2Fdi%2Fvfw%2Fv2%2Fdefault.asp%3Fpid%3D63309%26fbclid%3DIwAR1Pu1dF_nv223gFD_idzRZE5AZatsrRV2UhhmBq1yIxQ9H-AoXpmPK-2_8&amp;h=AT1we0pQ7cbz82CRo7MYcQqB9Gq8VGw8IhafzDRsp1HcF_orGZD9bqXFIp3WBkPpssW_MNLp6cqLGAWdxdwev
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fvfwva.org%2Fdi%2Fvfw%2Fv2%2Fdefault.asp%3Fpid%3D63309%26fbclid%3DIwAR1Pu1dF_nv223gFD_idzRZE5AZatsrRV2UhhmBq1yIxQ9H-AoXpmPK-2_8&amp;h=AT1we0pQ7cbz82CRo7MYcQqB9Gq8VGw8IhafzDRsp1HcF_orGZD9bqXFIp3WBkPpssW_MNLp6cqLGAWdxdwev
https://www.virgilnaff.com/
https://lynchburgarms.com/

8648 Whaleyville Bivd
Suffolk, VA 23438

The staff here at Roger Fowler's Sales & Service, Inc.
has been happy serving the Suffolk, VA area and would
love to help you with your next vehicle purchase. Every
car we sell comes with a free comprehensive CARFAX
vehicle history report. We will do our best so that you
leave with a smile on your face and are totally
satisfied with your purchase.

<> DEALER
\"“‘w-’"-_



https://thebanque.com/
https://www.premierautosound.com/
https://www.rogerfowlerssalesandservice.com/index.shtml
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National Auxiliary President Sandi
Kriebel Visit to Virginia
By Cathy Graham, Past Department President

On Sunday April 14, 2019, National President Sandi Kriebel
arrived at Roanoke Airport after a two-hour delay in
Charleston, NC. She was met by a delegation led by Virgin-
ia Department President Patty Baskett. With her were her
line officers and Post and Auxiliary from the area. An honor
guard made up of Boy Scout Troop 109 from the Loudon
Ave Christian Church consisting of two Scout Masters
(Elijah Law and Devonte Johnson) and four Scouts (Jaylin
Barnes, Jaylin Watson, Schrod Hairston, and Zion Farland).
They provided an Aisle of Honor for her to walk through for
her official welcome. As the Mayor of Roanoke could not
attend, Council Member Djuna Osborne officially welcomed
National President Kreibel to Virginia. We completed the
ceremony with a group shot the President Kriebel wanted for
her scrapbook.

Next on the agenda was lunch at the Hibachi Grill and then
checking into the hotel. We left from the hotel and headed
to Dixie Cavern for our tour. Our tour guide Van was great.
Once he realized our interest he relaxed and the stories
flowed naturally. The cave is one of two in Virginia that is
commercialized with lights, concrete floors and hand rails.
The highlight of the tour was the ability to take a picture of
the one bat that had not left the cave yet.

After the Caverns it was on to Lord Botetourt VFW Post
1841 for dinner. President Kriebel was escorted to the Aisle
of Honor by Conductor Fred Jennings. The Aisle was com-
posed of Auxiliary members, Department officers and final-
ly District officers. After being pinned with a patriotic cor-
sage, she individually greeted and talked with the members
on her way to the head table.

Past National President Dee Guillory was the Mistress of
Ceremonies. The dinner started with the Pledge of Alle-
giance followed by a prayer. After everyone was through
eating, PNP Guillory introduced President Sandi for her
remarks. After an inspiring speech, gifts for the Presi-
dent Sandi were then presented by some of the members
present. We then assembled for a group photograph and
then added the Rosie the Riveter fist pump. President
Sandi then graciously posed for photos with others and
especially a group shot with Auxiliary 1841 Auxiliary
members. The next day, Monday April 15th started later
with lunch at 11:30 at Irving L. Manning VFW Post
1264. While the lunch attendance was a bit sparse, due
to the fact that it was a work day, it was well received
and lively. Department Commander Ken Wiseman, Post
Quartermaster Richard Donnelly, and Auxiliary President
Amanda Baumgardner were all present to greet National
President Sandi. Sixth District Council Member, Betty
Gimble, was the Mistress of Ceremonies for the lunch.
After the lunch, we left to go to the National D-Day Me-
morial in Bedford, VA.

After getting our tickets at the Welcome Center, we went
on to the Memorial itself. After a brief introduction
about the history of the Memorial and presentation to
President Sandi, we toured the Memorial. Our tour guide
was David Hale, a member of the Board of Directors and
one of the original volunteers. The Memorial was devel-
oped in stages as donations became available. It is divid-
ed into sections that depict the sequence of events from
planning to execution of the D-Day

operation. Statues of the many General Officers and
equivalent ranks are sprinkled through the opening sec-
tion of the Memorial. Plaques showing all of the units
involved whether land, sea or air, are shown on walls that
contribute to the overall design of the Memorial. Presi-
dent Sandi Kriebel even got to pose with a Rosie the Riv-
eter Plaque.

After we finished the tour, we went to dinner at Liberty
Station, a renovated train station that was built before the
Civil War. President Sandi Kriebel left us for the Air-
port the next morning, Tuesday April 16th, at 6 am.
...continued on next page...

Left: Group shot at Airport. Back Row: Devonte Johnson Scout Mas-
ter, Earl Baskett, Marcia Semones SVP, Zion Farland Boy Scout, Jay-
lin Barnes Boy Scout, Grace Tessoro 6th Dist. President, Mary Cork-
hill Pres. 7589, Shema Peppers COS, Cathy Graham Historian, Elijah
Law Scout Master. Front row: Andre Perry CDR VFW 10840, Patty
Baskett Dept. President, Sandi Kriebel National President, Djuna Os-
borne Council Member, Joanne Fields, Alverta Steptoe, Kathy Birch
7th Dist. President. Kneeling: Echo Baskett and Andrea Baskett.
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Below: Group Shot posing as Rosie the Riveter. Front row: Kathy Birch
7th Dist. Pres. Penny Nail, Alverta Steptoe, Nancy Waddell, Dot Hillary,
Ruby Taylor VFWA 1841 Pres., Patty Baskett Dept. Pres., Sandi Kriebel
National Pres., Darlene Mays-Tittman National Home Rep., Judy Lupole,
Marcia Semones SVP, Betty Gimble 6th Dist. Council member, Maggie
Myers JVP and Georgette Bannion. Middle row: Abby Fedor, Alice
Crowder, Joanne Fields, M. Taylor, Mike tessoro, Grace Tessoro 6th
Dist. Pres. Dee Guillory PNP, Ellen Stogsdill Dept. Secretary, Shema
Peppers COS, Carol Vangi Chaplain, Mary Corkhill VFWA 7589 Pres.
Theresa Evans. Back row: Echo Baskett, Mark Guillory, Earl Baskett,
Fred Jennings Conductor.

Below Group shot at D-Day Memorial. Back row: Kathy Birch 7th Dist.
Pres., David Colyer, Nancy Waddell, Martha Tierry, Andrea Baskett,
Echo Baskett, Grace Tessoro 6th Dist. Pres. Anad Mike Tessoro. Seated:
Cathy Graham Historian, Vicki Sandford WV Dept. Pres., Sandi Kriebel
National President, Patty Baskett VA Dept. President, and Betty Gimble
6th Dist. Council Member.

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS

Virginia Adds Fourth Accredited
Service Officer

By Ken Wiseman, State Adjutant/Quartermaster

We are pleased to announce the selected candidate for the
new Assistant State Service Officer position in Norfolk.
The office, which will open in September and be located
at Post 3160, will help us expand our support to service
members, veterans, and their families as we can help
them secure their VA benefits.

Kelly Pearson, an Air Force veteran and member of the
VFW, was selected to serve in the position. With nearly
25 years of service in the military medical field, Kelly
stood out among those who applied.

“We are excited to continue expanding our Service Of-
ficer abilities and adding Kelly to our staff is a great step
forward” said State Commander Rick Raskin. Rick added
“with the number of veterans in Hampton Roads only
growing, opening an office there is a natural next step and
we are forever grateful to Post 3160 for hosting this of-
fice.”

Kelly, who will attend training in September, said “I’'m
looking forward to doing all I can to help as many veter-
ans as possible.”

The Virginia VFW Service Officer team was responsible
for helping over 1,600 veterans and family members re-
cover $29.5 million in VA benefits in calendar year 2018.
In addition to the future Norfolk office, there are Service
Officers in Hopewell, Staunton, and Dale City with regu-
lar outreach events to areas around the Commonwealth



https://www.haydensrvs.net/

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL
FRIENDS PAY SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO OUR
VETERANS FOR KEEPING OUR COUNTRY SAFE

NORMAN FUNERAL HOME
2982 RIVER ROAD
GOOCHLAND, VA 23063
804-556-4111

HEART OF VIRGINIA COUNCIL BSA
4015 FITXHUGH AVE
RICHMAND VA 23230

804-355-4306

K&R CONCRETE FINISHING
2306 CARROLLWOOD CT
RICHMOND, VA 23238
804-937-3904

RAYNOR PAINTING
8544 SANFORD DRIVE
RICHMOND, VA 23228

804-839-0648

AERUS ELECTROLUX
1333 E. HIGH STREET
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA 22902
434-295-9141

AID TIRE & AUTO REPAIR
21632 TIMBERLAKE ROAD
LYNCHBURG, VA 24502
434-239-8473

NEWCOMB ALLGOOD FUNERAL HOME
821 W. 2ND STREET
CHASE CITY, VA 23924
434-372-3131

MOORE’S ROAD REPAIR & WRECKER
560 FACTORY STREET
BUENA VISTA, VA 24416
540-261-3320

COVENANT WOOD FLOORING
SUFFOLK, VA 23439
757-347-4389
www.refinishers-hamptonroads.com

JULIA & JACK MCNULTY
BERSHIRE HATHAWAY TOWNE REALTY
WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23188
757-291-6464

JOHN O. MORRIS FUNERAL HOME
6328 LANKFORD HWY
NASSAWADOX, VA 23413
757-442-6612

RAY’S IMPORT AUTO
932 C SOUTH CHURCH STREET
SMITHFIELD, VA 23430
757-357-4002

OLD GLADE AUTOMOTIVE

13544 PRICE’S BRIDGE RD

GLADE SPRING, VA 24340
276-429-2809

WOLFE'S AUTO LUBE & PARTS
27395 LEE WHY
ABINGDON, VA 24211
276-628-2703

ROLAND PETROLEUM
1800 N. MAIN STREET
MARION, VA 24354
246-783-4621

TERRIFIC TAN
ABINGDON, VA 24210
276-628-6446

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL
FRIENDS PAY SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO OUR
VETERANS FOR KEEPING OUR COUNTRY SAFE
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Memorial Day Snapshots

Just a note to thank all who participated in our busy Memorial Day activities. We had great member and Auxiliary turnouts for all
of our events which we kicked off by placing flags on the graves of our fallen comrades
- Fred Hill

On the morning of Memorial Day a group VFW 7059 members and
Auxiliary attended the excellent program at the Amelia Veterans
Cemetery. Members placed a commemorative wreath.

members presented a patriotic program at the Woodlands As-
sisted Living Facility, recognizing the veterans in residence there
with a Color Guard, reading of the poem "in Flanders Fields and
presenting all with flags and poppies.
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A Busy But Successful Convention
Concludes in Orlando

By Ken Wiseman, State Adjutant/Quartermaster

With the heat beating down outside of the convention center
in Orlando, the 120" National Convention of the VFW
moved on in the sunshine state of Florida. State Commander
Rick Raskin led a large delegation from Virginia, including
16 of those who received All-American honors at all levels
of the VFW. “We had an amazing convention and are fired
up for a year that will be just as successful as those before”
said State Commander Raskin.

Some highlights include the

election of William “Doc”

Schmitz of New York as

Commander-in-Chief. The

Navy veteran, who served

with Marines as a Corpsman

in Vietnam, challenged us to

“Dare to Care” for our fellow

veterans and service members.

Also, numerous changes to the

National By-Laws, Manual of

Procedure, and policy resolu-

tions were passed with Virgin-

ia as the author of some of them. Also, Powerhouse Gaming,
our exclusive electronic gaming partner, joined us as the
sponsor of our wildly successful hospitality room.
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Snapshots
120th National Convention—Orlando, FL

AT THE PATRIOTIC RALLY

SECRETARY OF STATE MIKE POMPEO

JVC BUTCH SHUPSKA READY TO CHOW DOWN
WILLIAM “SHEP” SHEPARD PRESENTED A $19,000
CHECK FROM VIRGINIA’S RIDERS

PART OF THE VIRGINIA DELEGATION

RICK RASKIN DONATED BLOOD AT THE CONVENTION

WILLIAM “DOC” SCHMITZ JANET RASKIN AND PAST COMMANDER IN CHIEF VIRGINIA’S OWN HAL ROESCH
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Snapshots
120th National Convention - General

Photos by C.D. “Doc” Crouch
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Snapshots
120th National Convention - General
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Snapshots
120th National Convention - General
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Snapshots
120th National Convention - Reception



Vingénia Veteran August 2019 Page 31

Snapshots
120th National Convention - Auxiliary Circle
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Snapshots
120th National Convention - Patriotic Rally
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Snapshots
120th National Convention - Patriot Rally
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Snapshots
120th National Convention - Auxiliary Conference

Community Svc Awards
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Snapshots
120th National Convention - VFW Meeting
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Snapshots
120th National Convention - VFW Meeting
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Snapshots
120th National Convention - Auxiliary Meeting
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Snapshots
120th National Convention - Auxiliary Meeting
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Snapshots
120th National Convention - All American
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Snapshots
120th National Convention - All American
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FRONT ROYAL VFW POST 1860 RAFFLE RULES ON NEXT PAGE
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FRONT ROYAL VFW POST 1860 RAFFLE RULES

Colonel Samuel R. Millar Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1860 (1847 N. Royal Ave, Front Royal, VA) is conduct-
ing a raffle named "2019 Ford F-150 4X4 or 2018 Ford Focus RAFFLE" to award a randomly selected person a
2019 Ford F150 4X4 or a 2018 Ford Focus, and a second randomly selected person the vehicle not selected by the
first randomly selected individual. Tickets are available for $50 each and will be limited to 5000 tickets sold (a 1 in
5000 chance of winning). The sale of raffle tickets will begin on May 12, 2019 and end on the day of drawing Sep-
tember 14, 2019 at 1 pm, online sales will end on September 9, at 9 pm or until all 5000 raffle tickets are sold. If at
least 1100 tickets are not sold by September 14, 2019, the drawing may be extended. If 5000 tickets are not sold and
at least 1100 tickets are sold by September 9, 2019, the drawing will still take place as planned. The raffle is valid
for residents of the Commonwealth of Virginia only. Purchasers are responsible to verify the legality of participat-
ing in their jurisdiction prior to buying a raffle ticket. Any eligible individual 18 years of age or older can purchase
as many raffle tickets as they choose. Sales 0f"2019 Ford F-150 4X4 or 2018 Ford Focus RAFFLE" raffle tickets
will be conducted both online at the www.vfw1860.org website and/or in person in the Front Royal area from a
VFW Post 1860 member. After your "2019 Ford F-150 4X4 or 2018 Ford Focus RAFFLE" online raftle ticket pur-
chase, an Official VFW Post 1860 printed raffle ticket or tickets with a unique number will be filled out with infor-
mation you provided and then forwarded to the mail address provided during the purchase process. We are not re-
sponsible for any lost or misdirected mail. If the raffle ticket is not received via mail within one business week after
purchase contact viw1860@vfw1860.org with all purchase information. This is a raffle - not a contest. All of the
proceeds from the raffle will be used by Colonel Samuel R. Millar Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1860 to rebuild
the Post home destroyed by arson in 2015. VFW Post 1860 is a Military Veteran Organization recognized under
Section 501(c)(19) of the I.R.S., based in Front Royal, Virginia. Only 5000 tickets will be sold. Anyone who pays
for a ticket after 5000 have been sold will have their purchase refunded. VFW Post 1860 is not responsible if a pur-
chase cannot be processed after all 5000 tickets are sold. Nor is the Post responsible for purchases not able to be
completed online. The randomly selected winners of the "2019 Ford F-150 4X4 or 2018 Ford Focus RAFFLE" will
be drawn at the showroom of Shenandoah Ford located at 9135 Winchester Road, Front Royal, Virginia 22630 on
14 September 2019 at 2 pm. Colonel Samuel R. Millar Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1860 will announce/notify
the winner at drawing if present or via phone number and email provided on raffle entry, and then will be posted on
at the www.vfw1860.org website and Facebook Veterans of Foreign Wars - Front Royal VFW Post 1860 page
(www.facebook.c@m/Veterans of Foreign Wars - Front Royal VFW Post) within one week after the drawing. Rec-
ords of all entries will be saved by Colonel Samuel R. Millar Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1860 and not shared to
any third party. It will be used to notify entrants of any VFW Post 1860 upcoming event or raffle unless specifically
requested not to do so at viw1860@vfw1860.org, (or for 12 months if required by Virginia state law). You do not
need to be present to win a prize in the "2019 Ford F-150 4X4 or 2018 Ford Focus RAFFLE". Four tickets stubs
will be initially drawn by th~ Commander of VFW Post 1860 ( or his designated representative) from a container
holding all completed ticket stubs. The first ticket stub for choice of vehicles, the second for the remaining vehicle,
the third for 1y alternate winner and the 4, for 2,4 alternate winner. Winner must complete all applicable financing
requirements, make, ., payment of all mandatory taxes and fees, and take physical possession of the prize not later
than midnight, 14 October 2019. If the winner declines acceptance of the prize, Colonel Samuel R. Millar Veterans
of Foreign Wars Post 1860 will randomly select a new winner from all other entries received. The prize can be
transferred. All taxes and other fees or expenses are the sole responsibility of the winner. Appropriate reporting to
the winner and to the IRS will be provided in accordance with state and federal laws. Raffle entry grants permission
to VFW Post 1860 to use the winner's name for future promotions and publicity purposes without compensation
except where prohibited by law. The winner must sign a hold harmless contract, publicity, media and photo re-
lease , etc.


http://www.vfw1860.org/
mailto:vfw1860@vfw1860.org
http://www.vfw1860.org/
mailto:vfw1860@vfw1860.org
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